
DRGR Fact Sheet: National Objectives for 
Disaster Recovery CDBG 

Determining the National Objective and Benefit Type 
 

In DRGR, national objectives and they type of information needed to document compliance with 

24 CFR 570.208 depend in part on what type of activities are being undertaken.  Many activities 

may use the national objective Urgent Need related to disaster recovery, but it is important to 

remember that at least 50% of spending for non-administrative activities under Disaster 

Recovery CDBG must be for activities classified as benefiting Low to Moderate Income 

households.   HUD will examine an overall benefit test, but it will also examine individual 

activities to ensure their national objective is correctly classified and has required support in 

data shown in DRGR.   In DRGR, grantees must enter information in enough detail for HUD 

staff to review the compliance for activities.  In order to examine this information in DRGR, this 

means that program classified under the Low Mod national objective will often require more 

detail than programs classified under Urgent Need.  

 

Under the Low Mod national objective, many infrastructure and public facilities qualify based on 

their service areas.  In DRGR, this is called area benefit.  Grantees use screens for Census and 

Survey methods in the DRGR Action Plan screens to identify these areas and document that 

the % low to moderate income population served is at least 51%.  Under the Low Mod national 

objective, many housing activities are based on the incomes of the households assisted and 

many economic development activities are based on the income of the job holders for 

businesses assisted.  In DRGR, this is called direct benefit.  Grantees will include projections for 

these in their DRGR Action Plans and enter actual accomplishments in their Quarterly 

Performance Reports (QPRs). 



 

 
 

Support detail for LOW MOD vs. URGENT NEED national objectives by 

key activity types for DR CDBG grants 

In DRGR, national objectives and they type of information needed to document compliance with 24 CFR 

570.208 depend in part on what type of activities are being undertaken.  Many activities may use the 

national objective Urgent Need related to disaster recovery, but it is important to remember that at 

least 50% of spending for non-administrative activities under Disaster Recovery CDBG must be for 

activities classified as benefiting Low to Moderate Income households.    

HUD will examine an overall benefit test, but it will also examine individual activities to ensure their 

national objective is correctly classified and has required support in data shown in DRGR.   In DRGR, 

grantees must enter information in enough detail for HUD staff to review the national objective 

compliance for activities.  In order to examine this information in DRGR, this means that program 

classified under the Low Mod national objective will often require more detail than programs classified 

under Urgent Need.  The table below explains options for some key combinations of national objective 

and activity types: 

Public Facilities & 

Infrastructure under Urgent 

Need National Objective 

Grantees must list activities separately for each responsible 

organization awarded funds administering these activities and if they 

are different activity types.  Otherwise, they may aggregate 

information at this level if they share documentation documenting 

compliance with the Urgent Need national objective. 

NOTE: If grantees want to share additional support information with 

HUD without having to detail it in the QPR, they now have the option of 

uploading files on Edit Activity – Page 2.  These files can be viewed by 

both grantee and HUD users, but are not included in the QPR. 

Multifamily Housing Under 

Urgent Need National 

Objective 

Economic Development 

Under Urgent Need National 

Objective 



Public Facilities & 

Infrastructure under Low 

Mod National Objective 

Grantees must list activities separately for each organization awarded 

funds administering these activities and if they are different types of 

activities.  They must also list each activityseparately based on service 

area if they are using census data.  

Multifamily Housing Under 

Low Mod National Objective 

Grantees must list activities separately for each responsible 

organization awarded funds administering these activities.  They must 

either enter each multifamily complex assisted as a separate activity or 

upload a file that has information for each multifamily complex 

assisted with the organization developing/managing the complex with 

cumulative totals of households with income and race/ethnicity 

information for each complex. 

Economic Development 

Under Low Mod Need 

National Objective 

Grantees must list activities separately for each responsible 

organization awarded funds administering these activities.  For Low 

Mod Jobs, they must either enter each business as a separate activity 

or upload a file that has information for each business assisted with 

cumulative totals of jobs created or retained with income and 

race/ethnicity information for each business.  For Low Mod Area 

Benefit, they must enter each business as a separate activity based on 

the residential area served by the business using the Census or Survey 

data methods. 

  

 
 



Low  Mod – Area Benefit Data 

Grantees must show the service area for Low Mod area benefit activities such as public facilities 

and infrastructure using either CENSUS or SURVEY METHODS screens.  If the select Census, 

they have a number of options to ID geography at the county/city level or down to the Census 

Tract and Block Group.  They can even copy service areas from other activities.   

 

 

Once the geography is 
selected, they calculate the 
percent Low to Moderate 
based on the area.  Grantees 
and HUD can view the details 
of Low to Mod population 
support data using the link 
ACTIVITY LMA DETAILS. 
 

 
 

If Census Low Mod data is not accurate because it is too old or the geography does not match 

the service area well, grantees have the option of entering Low Mod and Total population using 

the SURVEY METHOD.  If they do this, they can still ID the census geography if they would like 

and just not use the Low Mod data. 


